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CknapgHou,i popMyBaHHSl aHINTOMOBHOI KOMNETEHTHOCTi B YNTaHHI B YYHIB
CTaplumux KnaciB 3aknapis 3arasibHol cepeiHboi OCBITH

IcTopis cTaTTi: AHoTauin. AKTya/lbHICTb MOCHi[[)KEHHA 3YMOBJIEHA 3POCTaHHAM
CratTa Hapgira: 02.01.2021 MDKKYJIBTYPHOI KOMYHiKaljii B Cy4aCHOMY IIOCTiHIYCTpPiaJIlbHOMY
HoomnpanpboBano: 24.02.2021 CYCHiNBCTBI, BHACTIZIOK 4Oro BMHMK/IA ITOTpeba B 3MiHi mOITIAAiB Ha
CxsarneHo f1o gpyKy: 16.03.2021 (dbopMyBaHH: iHIIOMOBHOI KOMIIETEHTHOCTI B YYHIiB LIKi/IBHOrO BiKy

3aj/s 11 eeKTMBHOTO BIOCKOHA/IEHHS Ta ITOJA/IbLIOTO BUKOPVUCTAHHSA
B npodeciitHiil misyibHOCTI. MeTOI0 [OCTII>KeHHs € BU3HAYEeHHs
ocobmuBocTelt GopMyBaHHSI aHIIOMOBHOI KOMIIETEHTHOCTI B 4YMTAaHHI
B Y4HiB CTapIIMX K/IaCiB 3aK/Ia/liB 3ara/JIbHOI CEPEIHbOI OCBITY Ta MOLIYK
METOJIiB ITOJJONIaHHA CK/IAJJHOUIIB y IpPOILeCi OBONOAIHHA iHO3EMHOIO
MOBOI0. Y mpoueci [OCTPKeHHS aBTOpPOM O0yI0 BUKOPUCTAHO
3arajlbHOHayKOBi TEOPETMYHi METOJM, Cepell AKMX METOAM aHasi3y,
CMHTe3Y, y3araJibHeHHA Ta kiaacudikanii. OxapakTepu3oBaHO OCHOBI
HOI/IAAM Ha (QOPMyBaHHA iHIIOMOBHOI KOMIIETEHTHOCTI, B YMTaHHI
30KpeMa, B Y4YHIB CTapLIMX K/aciB Ha OCHOBi Pe3ynbTaTiB JOCTiKeHb
YKpaiHChKuX i 3apy6iKHUX HayKkoBLiB. HaflaHO BU3HAYeHHS ITOHATTIO
«4UTaHHA» Ta PO3IIIAHYTO OCHOBHI JIOT0 KaTeropil, Taki AK TuUmm
YNTaHHA, piBHI PO3YMIHHS TEKCTy, 3arajbHi BMiHHA 0CO0MCTOCTI
IJIA JOCKOHA/IOTO BOJIOMIIHHA YMTAaHHAM iHO3EMHOK MOBOK TOMIO.
BusiBiieHO, 110 OCHOBHUMM CKJIafHOLIAMM (POPMYBaHHS aHITIOMOBHOI
KOMIIETEHTHOCTI B YMTaHHi B yYHiB CTapPIIMX K/IACiB 3aK/Ia/jiB 3araJbHOI
cepeHbOi OCBITM € MOBHI, 30KkpeMa opdorpadidni, Ta ICUXOTOriYHi,
mo 6asyloTbCs Ha BiACYTHOCTI MOTHBaLil O BUBYEHHS MOBIH.
IIpencrasieno nopaau Jis BUMTENIB aHIJIICHKOI MOBY, 30CepeKeHi
Ha BJOCKOHaJIeHHI (OpPMyBaHHA aHIJIOMOBHOI KOMIIETEHTHOCTi B
YUTaHHI B y4YHiB, cepefl AKX BUKOPUCTAaHH:A aBTeHTUYHMX MaTepiaiB,
iHpopMaLiTHNX TEXHOJIOTill, a TaKOX 3aCTOCYBaHHS NPaKTUYHUX
BIIPaB, WO CIPUAIOTH IMOKPALEHHIO YMTAaHHA Bronoc. Ilepcrnexrusu
HOJA/IBIINX HOCTI/KeHb BOAYaEMO B eMIIIPMYHOMY OOIPYHTYBaHHI
METOIOMKM IIOfOJNAaHHA CKJIafHOWiB (OPMYBaHHA aHITIOMOBHOI
KOMIIETEHTHOCTI cepeJ] y4HIB CTapIIMX K/IaciB

KniouoBi cnoea: iHIMOMOBHAa KOMIIETEHTHICTb y YMTaHHi, HABUYKIU,
BMiHHJ, 3HaHHs, KOMYHIKaTUBHA 3[i0HiCTh, eTamnu, BIpaBy, 3acobu,
KOHTPOJIb
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competence, in particular in reading, among high school students,
based on the results of research by Ukrainian and foreign scientists. The
term «reading» was defined and its main categories were considered,
such as types of reading, levels of text comprehension, general skills of
the individual in reading in a foreign language, and so on. It has been
identified that the main difficulties in the development of English-language
reading competence among general secondary education students are
linguistic ones, in particular spelling, and psychological, based on the
lack of motivation to learn the language. The study presents tips for
English language teachers, focused on improving the development of
English-language reading competence among students, including the
use of authentic materials, information technologies, as well as the use of
practical exercises that help improving reading aloud. The prospects for
further research consist in the empirical substantiation of the methodology
for overcoming the difficulties of forming English-language competence
among high school students

: Keywords: foreign language reading competence, skills, abilities, knowledge,
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INTRODUCTION

The variability of the modern world determines the the mandatory learning outcomes of students, which
growing demand for foreign language competence, which  include “perception of oral and written information in
becomes almost the main one in the process of traininga  a foreign language in conditions of direct and indirect
future specialist since school years. State standards, basic  intercultural communication, interaction with other
secondary education in particular [1], describe in detail ~ persons in oral and written form in a foreign language,
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as well as expressing their own thoughts in a foreign lan-
guage” [1]. At the same time, in practice, the situation is
somewhat different: students do not have either reading
or communication competences since they do not have
any motivation to learn a foreign language, English in
particular. Eventually, the question arises what causes such
difficulties in the process of forming English-language
competence in high school students and how to facilitate
learning English through reading.

Many Ukrainian and foreign scientists focused
their attention on research on the development of foreign
language competence in school-age students and created
their own methods of teaching English. For example,
the researcher N.D. Galskova noted that when learning a
foreign language, a student must acquire communicative
language skills, rules for using language material, a set
of special skills that indicate practical abilities, as well
as the cultural features of the country whose language
is being studied, through the use of authentic texts [2].
The scientist M.V. Biboletova in her works considered a
separate aspect of the development of English-language
competence in primary school students, namely the gram-
matical component of speech [3]. Furthermore, the re-
searcher A.A. Parshikova noted the importance of com-
munication and game techniques in learning a foreign
language [4]. Especially important for the study are the
views of S.Yu. Nikolaeva [5]. The author in her studies
focused on the development of a foreign language teach-
ing plan according to the state educational standards
based on a competency-based approach [5]. At the same
time, L.Ya. Zenya formed the main tasks of learning
English in a high profession-oriented school considering
the aspect of teacher's professional training [6].

Notably, the development of English-language
reading competence is an extremely urgent issue today.
For example, Ukrainian researchers O.V. Davydenko
and O.V. Ponomarenko considered “the development
of reading competence among first-year students based
on the materials of English-language Internet news and
provided their original methodology for working with
the text in three stages” [7]. At the same time, the results
of foreign scientists' developments in this aspect are in-
teresting. L. Bunting, Yu. H. Segerstad and V. Barendregt
described the experience of learning English in Swedish
schools [8]. Scientists conducted a study in the context
of the “iRead” project, funded by the European Union,
the essence of which was to develop personalised teach-
ing technologies for reading in foreign language classes.
Owing to interviews with primary school teachers, con-
siderable differences in students' knowledge of English
were confirmed and the latest method of using person-
alised technologies was proposed [8].

As can be seen, modernity puts forward new
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requirements for professional training of specialists, as
a result of which the search for new methods of teaching
and learning English always remains relevant. It is the use
of reading as one of the methods of mastering a foreign
language that becomes the key to further improving
language skills and self-development of the individual.
Given this, the purpose of the author's study is the iden-
tification of the features of the development of English-
language reading competence among general secondary
education students and the search for methods of over-
coming difficulties in the process of mastering a foreign
language. Achieving this purpose involves performing
the following tasks: to give a general description of the
reading process as a method of mastering a foreign lan-
guage; to identify the difficulties of forming English-lan-
guage reading competence and to find new methods to
facilitate and encourage students to learn English.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

To achieve this purpose and complete these tasks, the
author used general scientific theoretical research meth-
ods. These methods include: analysis, synthesis, gener-
alisation, and classification method, respectively. Thus,
the method of analysis was used in the processing of
Ukrainian and foreign scientific and methodological
literature, as a result of which the subject of this study,
namely English-language reading competence, was de-
termined. Moreover, the analysis method allowed con-
sidering such aspects of the reading phenomenon as
types, levels of comprehension, and skills of reading
techniques in English. The synthesis method allowed
collectively considering such concepts as “English-lan-
guage competence’, “reading”, “student motivation’, and
“pedagogical activity”, etc. Due to the use of the classifi-
cation method, the study considered such types of read-
ing as introductory, learning, and search; comprehension
levels upon learning to read in a foreign language, and
also noted the main difficulties in the development of
English-language competence, including linguistic and
psychological. The generalisation method helped to sys-
tematise all the analysed aspects of the study, namely
the phenomenon of “reading”, “English-language com-
petence’, “difficulties in forming English-language com-
petence’, etc., and provide comprehensive advice on fa-
cilitating the learning of a foreign language by general
secondary education students, focused on the use of
authentic sources and information technologies.

The study of the difficulties of developing English-
language competence in general secondary education
students was conducted according to the following stages:

1. Processing of scientific publications over the past
3-5 years to confirm the relevance of research on the topic
of English-language reading competence and provide an
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exhaustive definition of this concept.

2. Study of the main approaches to the interpretation
of the term “reading”, as well as its key characteristics
for the possibility of further substantiating the reasons
for the appearance of difficulties in the process of reading
English-language sources based on the works of Ukrainian
researchers.

3. Development of a list of the main groups of dif-
ficulties that arise when learning English among high
school students based on the material developed above.

4. Research of methodological practices of Ukrainian
and foreign scientists used in English lessons to provide
advice on improving the development of English-language
competence in high school students.

5. Generalisation of experience, selection and use of
English-language resources in the educational process
for learning to read.

Notably, to confirm the need to improve foreign
language competence in future specialists, a regulatory
document was used as a theoretical basis, namely the
State standard of basic secondary education [1], which
made it possible to characterise the main learning results
of students, including the development of reading and
communicative competence within foreign language
competence.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Reading as a Means of Acquiring a Foreign Language

As is known, reading is one of the most common methods
of foreign language communication practiced among
secondary education students. However, each student
faces certain difficulties when learning a foreign language
and in the process of reading foreign-language sources,
as a result of which the motivation to further improve
the level of language proficiency disappears. Therefore,
to identify such difficulties and find ways to overcome
them, it is necessary to consider in detail the features of the
reading process itself, in a foreign language in particular,
and justify its need when acquiring a new language.
Reading is usually interpreted as a special type of
linguistic activity, wherein synchronous perception and
comprehension of the text being read occurs. This is a
deeply internal process consisting in the interpretation
of the text, which implies verbal, subject, and semantic
comprehension [7]. Reading as a receptive speech activity
comprises stages of perception and comprehension of
written speech. The stage of perception occurs through
the visual and auditory channels. The stage of comprehend-
ing the text is based on subject and language competence,
that is, pronouncing the material in the form of internal
speech or detailed speech while reading aloud [9; 10].
These processes are closely related since the comprehension

of the text depends on perception quality. Such errors in
perception as misreading of words lead to distortion of
meaning. At the same time, miscomprehension contributes
to incorrect guessing of the word form.

Reading as a means of acquiring speech material
has its own characteristic features. First of all, unlike
listening, the comprehension of information upon read-
ing occurs in more comfortable conditions, which are
conditioned by the greater expressiveness of visual im-
ages. Notably, the content of the material during read-
ing is usually more complex. The choice of topic for
oral speech, as a rule, falls on aspects that are close to
the speaker or on those that directly relate to the com-
municant. Reading covers a much more diverse range
of issues, especially at the middle and senior stages of
learning a foreign language. For example, a review of
authentic texts or popular science fiction of the country
whose language is being studied involves references to
topics that reproduce everyday life and historical facts,
which, at the same time, contributes to the assimilation
of cultural values of the country.

Any reading of foreign sources has a specific
purpose and level of comprehension of the text. As an
example, according to this aspect, introductory, learning,
search, or review reading is distinguished [11]. Introductory
reading or reading with an understanding of the main
content of the text is performed on authentic sources
with a focus on the subject content of the language for
grades 4-6, reflecting the characteristic features of the
culture of countries of the language being studied. This
type of reading involves visual perception of the text,
recognition of familiar terms and grammatical phe-
nomena, brief and logical reproduction of the topic, the
content of the text by title, as well as the ability to di-
vide the text into independent parts and establish their
logical sequence. Learning reading or reading with a full
comprehension of the text is carried out using authentic
materials, pragmatic texts focused on the subject content
of the language at each stage. Such reading is focused on
a complete and accurate understanding of the content of
the text, a detailed presentation of the content, express-
ing one’s own opinion about these facts, as well as analys-
ing the structure and individual parts of the text, taking
into account all the structural differences between the
reader’s native and foreign languages. At the same time,
reading with a selective understanding of the necessary
information, or the so-called selective or search reading
involves the ability to view a text or several short texts,
and select the necessary information that interests the
reader for further use in the process of communication
or expanding knowledge on the problem of the text. Evi-
dently, the level of comprehension of the source context
depends on the tasks that the reader sets for themselves.
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However, there is a classification of degrees of text com-
prehension when learning to read in a foreign language.
Thus, the researcher N. Dobrovolska identifies seven
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comprehension levels when learning to read in a foreign
language, which are reproduced in Figure 1 [10]:

Level 1. The reader identifies individual objects, words that are referred
to in the text

Level 2. The reader comprehends a phrase that requires knowledge of the
grammatical aspect of the language

[ Level 3. The reader comprehends individual sentences in the text ]

Level 4. The reader comprehends the text, builds semantic connections

between sentences

[ Level 5, 6, 7 differ in degree of comprehension ]

Figure 1. Comprehension levels upon learning to read in a foreign language
Source: developed by the author based on the source [10]

Notably, the levels of understanding of informa-
tion when learning to read in a foreign language are not
a gradual and structural system. A student reading one
text can be, for example, at the first level, while reading
another text - at the third.

One way or another, the use of reading for ex-
tracting the necessary information requires the reader
to possess certain skills and abilities that directly provide
the reading process itself, namely:

1) “perception of graphic signs and correlation with
meaning, i.e. transcoding of visual signals into semantic
units;

2) establishing semantic connections between language
units of different levels and according to the content of
the text, it is these skills that ensure the understanding of
the text as a complete speech utterance” [12].

Atthe same time, to master English readingat A2 +
level, primary school students must acquire the follow-
ing skills: understand the rules formulated in simple lan-
guage; understand simple instructions for equipment

The similarity in writing letters in Ukrainian and
English that do not match in sound: p, b, n, u, x, y

The presence of diacritic marks that affect the
pronunciation of letters (different signs in different

that is used in everyday life; be able to find special pro-
vided information in simple everyday materials such as
advertising, menus, reference lists, and schedules; set the
location of special information in lists and understand the
necessary information; understand everyday inscriptions
and comments: in public places (on the streets, in restau-
rants, at railway stations), at workplaces (instructions,
warnings); find special information in simple written ma-
terial that the student meets in everyday life: letters, bro-
chures, and short newspaper articles describing events [7].

Difficulties of Developing English-Language Reading
Competence and Methods of Overcoming Them

The development of English-language reading competence
is accompanied by numerous difficulties, the solution of
which requires specific methods. First of all, when read-
ing aloud, students usually face difficulties associated
with the spelling component of speech. These include,
for example (Fig. 2):

The difference in the
pronunciation of the same letters
in different positions: ¢, s, 1, a

The presence and need to distinguish between a large
number of letter combinations: ai, au, eau, ou, eu,

languages)

gn, ph, ch

Figure 2. Groups of spelling difficulties that occur when reading in English

Source: developed by the author based on the source [13]
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These spelling difficulties arise quite often among
general secondary education students since they do not
receive the necessary linguistic skills in primary school
for a certain reason. To overcome such problems, first of
all, the teacher is faced with the task of using practical
exercises in English lessons in the process of learning
new words, which involve “reading graphemes in different
positions, literary and sound analysis, pronunciation of
sounds similar to letters, reading words and voicing
them without relying on the text’, etc. [13]. It should be
understood that incorrect pronunciation leads to a dis-
tortion of the semantic charge of the word, and some-
times to the replacement of the word in general, as a result
of which the meaning of both the sentence and the entire
text is lost.

Along with the spelling difficulties of forming
English-language reading competence, there are also
psychological ones that are associated with a lack of
motivation. When learning to read, it is very important
to analyse the process of comprehending a foreign-lan-
guage text. The characteristic feature of comprehending
the text is that along with direct understanding of the
familiar, one has to linger on the unfamiliar and difficult,
comprehend it, evoke the necessary images, representa-
tions, experiences in one’s mind [14]. Poorly selected
material for English lessons leads to the fact that the stu-
dent gets tired of looking the words up in the dictionary
every time, as a result of which curiosity and motivation
disappear. The purpose of the teacher should be not only
to maximise the student’s vocabulary, but also to interest
the student in exploring a new culture. Sometimes, it is
advisable to use a journalistic text with fewer unknown
words, which will interest the student and provide them
with a lot of new facts, than a scientific paper aimed
only at learning new words [15]. In addition, sometimes
the reason for difficulties in forming English-language
competence is an underdeveloped reading mechanism
in students. This aspect is manifested in the desire of
students tocomprehend the meaning of each word, not
being able to separate the primary from the secondary,
which does not have a semantic load. In this case, the
teacher needs to explain to students the use of a particular
type of reading, according to which different comprehen-
sion levels are developed.

Evidently, the English-language reading compe-
tence among secondary education students is developed
based on both the individual student component and
the component of pedagogical activity. If the student is
incapable of self-motivation, a teacher should help using
the features of that student’s activity and steering the

language learning in the right direction. Upon teaching
a foreign language, the teacher should most importantly
pay attention to authentic texts that are a means of learning
the cultural identity of the country whose language is
being studied. In this way, one will acquire not only lexi-
cal features or grammatical construction, but also form
their personal view of the cultural values and traditions
of native speakers of the language under study. Finally,
teaching a foreign language involves the development
of both communicative and cultural competence [16].
At the same time, according to researcher M. Rybakova,
another means of increasing motivation to learn a foreign
language is the use of information technologies [17].
Virtual excursions, web quests, watching movies, de-
fending projects, communicating with native speakers
of a foreign language - all this not only introduces in-
teractive content for learning a new language but also
facilitates the process of acquiring information during
English lessons.

CONCLUSIONS

Thus, the study has considered the development features
of the English-language reading competence among
general secondary education students. The analysis of
scientific and methodological literature allowed describ-
ing various approaches of Ukrainian and foreign scien-
tists to the methodology of developing foreign language
competence, as a result of which the relevance of im-
proving the pedagogical activity of teaching English was
confirmed. Eventually, the research focused on study-
ing the phenomenon of reading as one of the means of
cross-cultural communication, which made it possible
to form the main features of the reading process, types
of reading, levels of comprehension, as well as the skills
and abilities necessary for reading in a foreign language.
Since the purpose of the study was to identify the diffi-
culties of developing English-language competence and
search for methods to overcome them, the article described
the main groups of difficulties, which include speech,
spelling, and psychological difficulties, i.e., motivational.
Spelling difficulties arise due to insufficient language
acquisition in primary school and, ultimately, unwill-
ingness to further improve speech activity. Motivational
difficulties arise due to ineffective presentation of the
material by the foreign language teacher and the inability
of the student to self-motivate. Some of the methods for
solving these problems were examples of practical exer-
cises, as well as tips for using authentic and interactive
material during English lessons.
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